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text, noting that, “New Otrleans Voodoo is not about adhering to a doctrine
or script; it’s about working with the spirits.”” Building on this foundation, he
goes on to explain that because the religious and spiritual tradition is so
dynamic, his book merely serves as a sort of ‘field-guide’ to readers who may,
in their visits to “The Big Easy,” encounter material-culture (like dolls,
statues, masks, books, etc.) These props can make Voodoo as an authentic
religion appear to be something of fiction rather than metaphysical and
personal reality to its own adherents and practitioners.

Part one serves as much as a general and rather fast-paced, history lesson on
the establishment of the city of New Orleans as it does an overview of
Voodoo’s origins in Louisiana as a result of the Afro-Caribbean slave trade.
Filan does well to practically illustrate how Haitian Voodoo became
syncretized with Roman Catholicism due to French and Spanish colonialism

as well.

“New Orleans 101” may have been a more-fitting sub-title for Part Two as
only two of five chapters in this section are explicitly devoted to treatment of
Voodoo. However, the other three chapters are interesting in their own way,
detailing both the history and present-day highlights of major cultural
features of the city including its cuisine, music, and Mardi Gras. Parts Three
and Four both discuss both the role of spirits and ritualistic practices,
respectively, in the New Otleans Voodoo tradition. The subject matter makes

it the most valuable portion of the book for religious or cultural aficionados.

Though not necessarily key to understanding or even appreciating the city of
New Otleans for all it offers, no “Crescent City” themed book published
after 2005 would be complete without some attention devoted to the ways in
which Hurricane Katrina impacted the city. Filan’s book contains such
insights, but thankfully without dwelling on it ad nauseam. He concludes the
book in Parts Five and Six with practical suggestions for those visiting or
looking to relocate to the City of New Orleans. His suggestions, while well-
intentioned, focus on elements of the city which are likely to be appreciated
more by tourists rather than those who have lived-in or are native to the city
itself.

Though clearly written for a non-scholatly audience, this is a meaningful
contribution to the literature-base on New Otleans Voodoo and an excellent
means by which to disabuse the majority of persons who mistakenly view
Voodoo as “evil” and to reorient such views to its numerous positive
attributes.

THE NEW ORLEANS 1V00DO0O HANDBOOK. By Kenaz, Filan. Rochester,
Vermont: Destiny Books, 2011 (Reprint, 2013). Pp. 255 + Appendices. Paperback,
$19.95.
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